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WASTE MANAGEMENT
Minneapolis Residential



Waste management example: Minneapolis

Trash goes to the 
incinerator (HERC)

Organics recycling 
goes to commercial 

composting site (SET)

Materials recycling 
goes to

Eureka Recycling

TRASH
Incinerator 

(HERC)

$26.46 base fee 
+

trash cart
($2/sm or $5/lg)

no 
additional 

fee

no 
additional 

fee

2021 Residential Waste Breakout By Type

61%

19%

12%

4%



25% of what we throw 
away is food scraps and 
food-soiled papers that 
could be diverted from 
trash and composted. 
(Organics Recycling)

Trash composition in Minneapolis

14% of what we throw away are 
materials that could be diverted 
from trash and put in a curbside 
blue bin for recycling.
(Materials Recycling)

From 2016 Minneapolis Waste (Trash) Sort Study



ORGANICS RECYCLING
Overview



● You collect food scraps and non- 
recyclable compostable products 
around your home

● These materials are picked up by a 
waste hauler and delivered to an 
industrial compost site

● This organic material is recycled into 
compost, a nutrient-rich, soil-like 
material that can be used in gardens 
and landscaping projects

What is Organics Recycling?



Information courtesy of Specialized Environmental Technologies, Inc. - The Mulch Store

How organic material is recycled into compost



Information courtesy 
of Specialized 
Environmental 
Technologies, Inc. - 
The Mulch Store



Information courtesy 
of Specialized 
Environmental 
Technologies, Inc. - 
The Mulch Store



Information courtesy of Specialized Environmental Technologies, Inc. - The Mulch Store



● Reduces waste
○ Saves landfill space
○ Puts waste to a better use, 

■ Landfilling food waste produces methane emissions
■ Power generated through incineration is low

● Captures what can’t go in backyard compost 
○ Dairy, meats, compostable plastics

● Creates valuable finished compost
○ Critical soil nutrients
○ Increased water retention in soil
○ Reduced need for petroleum-based fertilizers
○ Suppresses weeds and some plant diseases

● Supports a local economy

Benefits of organics recycling



HOW TO GET STARTED
Curbside and drop-off



Sign up!
Curbside pickup for single-family and 4 units 
or fewer buildings:

● Available for all Minneapolis residents who have trash & recycling 
services through the City

● Opt-in, no additional fee
● Call 311 or go to City of Minneapolis website to sign up
● Pro tip: Switch to a smaller garbage cart and save $3/month

Buildings with greater than 4 units/anyone with 
a garbage dumpster: 

● Work with the utility bill payer to sign up for City service 
(additional fee)

● Sign up for organics recycling drop-off at a nearby park or 
neighborhood hosted site (no fee) 

Minneapolis Residents

Image credit: City of Minneapolis



Anyone living in Hennepin County
● Check with your city’s solid waste department, hauler, or utility bill payer
● No fee, drive-through drop off available at Hennepin County’s Brooklyn Park and South Hennepin 

(Bloomington) facilities: https://www.hennepin.us/dropoffs. An ID is needed to use the facilities.
● More information:  

https://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/organics-recycling 

Hennepin County Residents (non-Minneapolis)

Curbside pick up available at no extra cost if 
your garbage & recycling service is coordinated 
through one of the following cities: 
Bloomington, Edina, Excelsior, Golden Valley, 
Hopkins, Minneapolis, Richfield, St. Louis Park

Curbside pick up available for an additional fee 
through your city or waste hauler in the 
following cities: 
Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, Champlin, Crystal, 
Long Lake, Loretto, Maple Grove, Maple Plain, 
Minnetonka, New Hope, Plymouth, Robbinsdale



● Find a site that is easy for you to access 
based on your mode of transportation

● Find a day/time that works best for you 
every week and put it on your calendar

● Place bags inside a small-medium plastic 
bin or bucket when transporting

● Start simple and give yourself time to find 
a system that works for you!

Tips for drop-off organics recycling success



Compostable bags come in multiple sizes:

       Remember to look for the BPI certification logo:

Compostable Bags

3 gallon - good for 
lining countertop bin

PRO TIP:
Downsize to a small 

city garbage cart and 
save $36/year. 

This will cover the 
cost of your 

compostable bags!

13 gallon - good for medium pull 
out and under the sink bins



Images and content courtesy of ‘Organics Captain Spring Training’ 
by Lynnhurst & Tangletown Neighborhood Associations, April 2016 

Set up is key to success! 

Select bins that are:

● Convenient
● Easy to label
● Easy to clean
● Small enough to empty weekly
● Fit a compostable liner/bag (if using)

Setup Ideas



Images and content courtesy of ‘Organics Captain Spring Training’ 
by Lynnhurst & Tangletown Neighborhood Associations, April 2016 

Setup Ideas
Reuse a 

container you 
already have!

Simple, accessible, labeled setup



Food: All of it!

● Fruit and vegetable peels, pits, rinds (remove stickers)
● Leftovers
● Bread, pastries
● Nut and egg shells
● Dairy products, cheese, yogurt, etc.
● Coffee grounds and paper filters
● Meat and seafood, bones and shells

**Food does not have to be labeled ‘organic’**

Accepted Items



Unlined paper products:

● Paper towels and napkins (no cleaning chemicals)
● Facial tissue (no makeup remover or chemicals)
● Paper egg cartons
● Pizza boxes
● Food-soaked paper bags
● Paper coffee filters

Accepted Items



BPI-certified compostable products:

● Compostable bags
● Tableware - plates, bowls, cups, straws, utensils
● Paper takeout containers
● To-go coffee cups and lids
● Parchment and wax paper

All of these items MUST be BPI-certified compostable to be composted safely. 
Not sure about a particular item? When in doubt, look it up (or throw it out)!

Accepted Items



Bathroom and other household items:

● Facial tissue
● 100% cotton balls & Q-tips with cardboard sticks 

(no chemical cleaners, nail polish remover, etc.)
● Human and animal hair
● Nail clippings
● Tissue paper (no glitter, reuse first!)
● Wooden chopsticks, toothpicks, popsicle sticks
● Houseplants and flowers

Accepted Items



X  No paper products without a BPI certification
X  Paper plates/bowls/cups with a coating
X  Coated paper take-out containers and food wrappers
X  Wax paper, parchment, butcher paper, and butter wrappers

X  No dryer lint (microplastics)

X  No wrapping paper 
(put in blue recycling cart if non-metallic/glittery)

X  No food boxes
X  Frozen food boxes/containers
X  Non-frozen food boxes (put in blue recycling cart)

X  No glass, metal, or non-compostable plastics 
X  No yard waste
X  No pet waste

When in doubt, look it up (or throw it out).

Not Accepted



RETHINK PURCHASING
Refuse, Reduce, Reuse



Refuse, Reduce and Reuse



Questions to ask when making any 
purchase:
● Is this something I need?
● What quantity do I need?
● What is it packaged in?
● Can I buy it locally?
● How is this item (and its packaging) grown/

made and where? Think upstream! 
● Is this product making claims that is confusing or 

tough to verify? Watch out for greenwashing.

Rethink Purchasing

GREENWASHING



● Stick to your shopping list (don’t go hungry)
● Explore co-ops and farmers’ markets
● Shop in bulk: Bring your own bags and 

reusable containers
● Packaged foods: If you have to buy something 

packaged, choose certified-compostable or 
recyclable packaging whenever possible

● Share your extras!

Ways to do this



● Manufacturers and retailers are changing slowly
● The burden is on consumers and cities to get 

educated and advocate 
● Clear policies and standards are needed

○ Win! The State of Minnesota has implemented 
measures to regulate PFAS in food packaging, 
effective on January 1, 2024

○ Call-to-action! Support the Compostable Product 
Labeling Bill: http://www.mncompostingcouncil.org/advocacy.html

○ Watch for it! Hennepin County Zero Waste plan 
community engagement: 
hennepin.us/your-government/projects-initiatives/solid-waste-planning

Reminder: We are in a time of transition



RESOURCES
● To sign up for Organics Recycling call 311 or sign up online:

○ Minneapolis Curbside or Drop-off site sign up: 
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/resident-services/garbage-recycling-cleanup/organics-recycling/ 

○ Hennepin County drop-off sites: https://www.hennepin.us/dropoffs
○ All Hennepin County Organics Recycling info: 

https://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/organics-recycling

● To see a list of what is and is not accepted in your green Minneapolis Organics Recycling cart: 
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/resident-services/garbage-recycling-cleanup/organics-recycling/accepted-o
rganics/

● To search items on Minneapolis’ interactive disposal guide: 
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/resident-services/garbage-recycling-cleanup/disposal-guide/

● To search Hennepin County’s Green Disposal guide: https://www.hennepin.us/green-disposal-guide

● To look up if a food service item is compostable: https://www.bpiworld.org/



RESOURCES cont.
● Hennepin County’s ‘Compost in your backyard’ handout: 

https://www.hennepin.us/-/media/hennepinus/residents/recycling/documents/compost-in-your-backyard.pdf

● How to purchase a backyard compost bin from Hennepin County: 
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/backyard-composting

● To become a Hennepin County Master Recycler/Composter: 
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/recycling-hazardous-waste/become-master-recycler 

● Hennepin County Zero Waste plan community engagement site: 
https://beheardhennepin.org/zero-waste-future

● Learn how to support the Compostable Product Labeling Bill: 
http://www.mncompostingcouncil.org/advocacy.html

● Schedule a group tour at a SET commercial compost site: .https://www.setmn.com/about-us/tour/



RESOURCES cont.
● MNPCA info and how-to resource for vermicomposting: 

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/living-green/composting-food-scraps-indoors

● Book on vermicomposting: Worms Eat My Garbage by Mary Appelhof, check your local bookstore, buy 
online, or available to borrow at Hennepin County Libraries 
https://hclib.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=Worms+Eat+My+Garbage&searchType=smart

● Vermicompost and other compost supplies: Egg|Plant Urban Farm Supply in St. Paul, 
http://www.eggplantsupply.com/composting-.html

● Electric in-home food composters:
○ https://pela.earth/lomi
○ https://www.foodcycler.com/products



Questions?

Artwork by Hmong International Academy student Imran


